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ECS ICT on prowl for acquisitions

with Its three main busiress segments Foo pointed out that the group According to Foo, lCTspendmg .cormpondmgpenod.ontheback
|> In itfé ks alje‘gt are ICT products distribution, plans to expand its reach by recorded acompounded 48 million revenue.
OCal TIrms, COULH enter enterprise systems and ICT working with big resellers and rate of 5% a year, thhamarketsnze ECS ICT's share pncefell3sen
anew ness within services. retailers to offer its products online  of USs8 billion (RM26 billion),and ~ to RMr42 last Frida
the services segmern‘t Analysts see ECS ICT as one of next year. this does not even include the
et the beneficiariesofthe “Many of our retailers do not services segment.
: implementation of GST in April have that portal or system to “We always grow faster than
BY LEE WENG KHUEN next year. However, they expectits  handle end users, so that wouldbe that,and for this year, we can
surbiz@thesundaily.com earnings to fallin the post-GST our next plan,” he added. easily grow at double digits,”
implementation period if it doesn’t Four strategic initiatives forthe  he said, adding that itis

PETALING JAYA: ECSICT Bhd, seek new business opportunities. next few years are: mobility, cloud underpinned by rising
which hopes to reap benefits Footold SunBiznaninterview  computing, e-commerce and _ demand for smartphones
ansmgfrom eimplementationof  recently that the company is services. and small tablets.

the Goods and Services Tax (GST),  looking for opportunities with Foo said the distribution of Foo the group
is looking at mergers and government departments, such as smartphones, which started a year to easily hit RM1.5 billion

isitions in an attempt to Customs, for related systems to ago, will make a “good in revenue this year, as

expand the information and support GST collection. contribution” to thc groupandthe the second halfhas
communications technology “We’re working with many group is looking to distribute more  been better than the first
services segment. partners who are supplying the brands of smartphones on top of half of the year.

Its managing director Foo Sen systems and solutions to all these over3obrands it has right now. - ECS ICT’s net profit edged
Chin (pix) said ECSICTisintalks  government departments. There's ides smartphones, other up 3.54% to RMx2.3 million for
with a few Malaysian companies on  an opportunity for us as they need consumer-based roducts that it six months ended June 30
a possible acquisition, but nothing to buy servers, and network and distributes include notebooks, versus R_Mn.88 million in
has been concluded yet. storage solutions,” he added. personal computers, printers and the previous

“It could be a new business area Foo admitted, however, that its tablets. - E
we're looking at, but itmay notbe  customers are likely to suffer from Over the past five years, Foo
simple to grow as you need to the implementation of GST in the said, the group has been
have anew team, so we’re second quarter of the year as growing the enterprise
cons:dennganght company to spending slows down. systems segment, which
acquire,” he said. “In this business, it willrecover  fetches a higher margin.

The areas within the services very fast because naw models However, he
segment that the group islookingto  always come out...so, 'm not too sees more
enhance include outsourcing, worried about the effect,” Foosaid,  challenges in that
managedservu:s,datacentteand adding that more compelling segment as it
roject management. models and features will attract needs

ECS ICT distributes a wide more demand for devices like sufficient
range of ICT products, with more notebooks, tablets and technical
than 4,000 resellers, system smartphones. support from
integrators and corporate dealers. As for the e-commerce segment,  engineers.




